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	Patient autonomy
	
	“I made my own decision from the talk we had with [my surgeon]. He explained different surgeries, but I figured this isa the way I really wanted to go.” 

	
	
	“I just, I really feel that I'm the one that's got to live in this body. It's got to be my decision. I got to make it for myself. And that's exactly what I did. That's what I've always pretty much done.” 

	Patient practicality
	
	“[My surgeon] told me [my options]. So, based on the based on the predicted percent outcomes, I went with the [vaginal closure]….I wanted to do it once and be done with it.” 

	Patient goals and values
	
	“I wanted to be able to continue to be active without worrying about it. It made the most sense.” 

	
	Intercourse not a priority
	“My husband died a number of years ago, and I don't foresee getting married again. … [Intercourse] was already off the table, so that wasn't a big deal to me.” 

	Projections of surgical outcomes
	Shaped by experience with other POP treatments
	“I have a damaged vocal cord, and since my first surgery failed, to do the other surgery and have it fail again, it’s another risk for me, so I wanted one that would be the most likely not to fail again.” 

	
	
	“I was just tired of that pessary thing and the coming and going of having to go to the office to get a new one and they were expensive too. It was running up the bills. You know, I couldn't afford to swing that, and have to worry about your pessary keep falling out.” 

	
	Influenced by surgeon counseling
	“After talking to the surgeon I made the right decision, that I had what I wanted to do…. All of the benefits of the surgery, the durability, the quick recovery time helped me make my decision.” 

	Surgical outcomes
	Patient satisfaction
	“It's been great. I haven't had any problems. It's been a total, total change in my life. I feel comfortable, no problem as far as going to the bathroom. It's just been great, very, very…. well it just worked out great for me.” 

	
	Lack of regret
	“I have all good reports about my surgery. You know as far as having the closure done. I wish I'd had done it, I would say probably maybe 10 or 15 years prior.” 

	Trade-offs
	Weighing and balancing
	“[Closing the vagina] was just kind of a weird thing to contemplate, something we don't normally think about on a day to day.” 

	
	
	“I mean, you know, there's always sort of question in your mind that you know, will you ever regret this? But you know, but I don't foresee that in my future.” 

	
	Acceptance of trade-offs
	“I think the thing I don't like is the idea of it… the vagina being closed off, you know. I didn't… I don't know why it bothers me. It's just kind of an odd thing to do to yourself….I don't really think about it much…. So it's not a big deal, really. It’ just a strange thing to do, and it makes me kind of feel peculiar when I think about it” 

	
	Acceptance of rural conditions
	“I didn’t mind traveling, as long as you get good service and good health. I mean I live in the country anyways, you know dirt roads, but I don’t mind to travel and I think that… good. I just wanted to feel better and so I traveled.” 



