
Table 1. Self-Reported Psychosocial Risk Factors among Pediatric Emergency Department 

Youth with a Positive Suicide Screen 

Psychosocial Factors (self-reported) n=872a 

Gender Identity  

     Female 526 (60%) 

     Male 239 (27%) 

     Transgender or transsexual, female to male 30 (3.4%) 

     Transgender or transsexual, male to female 3 (0.3%) 

     Gender non-conforming or gender non-binary 71 (8.1%) 

     Not documented 3 (0.3%) 

Sexual Orientationb  

     Bisexual 218 (25%) 

     Gay or lesbian 62 (7.1%) 

     Straight (heterosexual) 509 (58%) 

     Other 74 (8.5%) 

     Not documented 11 (1.3%) 

Exposure to bullying on school property (past 12 months)  

     No 669 (77%) 

     Yes 198 (23%) 

     Not documented 5 (0.6%) 

Exposure to bullying electronically (past 12 months)  

     No 687 (79%) 

     Yes 175 (20%) 

     Not documented 10 (1.1%) 

Involvement in physical fighting (past 12 months)  

     No 665 (76%) 

     Yes, 1 time 108 (12%) 

     Yes, 2-3 times 56 (6.4%) 

     Yes, >3 times 38 (4.4%) 

     Not documented 5 (0.6%) 

Felt unsafe with an adult (past 12 months)  

     No 648 (74%) 

     Yes 217 (25%) 

     Not documented 7 (0.8%) 

Unsafe situation – past situation with concern about someone being killed or hurt badly  

     No 678 (78%) 

     Yes 184 (21%) 

     Not documented 10 (1.1%) 

Access to firearms in the home  

     No 709 (81%) 

     Yes 144 (17%) 

     I don’t know 15 (1.7%) 

     Not documented 4 (0.5%) 

Self-harm: Non-suicidal self-injury (past 12 months)  

     No 450 (52%) 

     Yes, 1-2 times 161 (18%) 

     Yes, 3-4 times 78 (8.9%) 

     Yes, ≥5 times 149 (17%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 1 (0.1%) 

     Not documented 33 (3.8%) 

Tobacco use (past 12 months)  

     Never 600 (69%) 

     Once or twice 130 (15%) 

     Monthly 31 (3.6%) 

     Weekly or more 98 (11%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 2 (0.2%) 

     Not documented 11 (1.3%) 

Alcohol use (past 12 months)  



aMedian (IQR); n(%) 
bTwo subjects selected both ‘bisexual’ and ‘gay or lesbian’ for sexual orientation. 

 

     Never 578 (66%) 

     Once or twice 210 (24%) 

     Monthly 48 (5.5%) 

     Weekly or more 17 (1.9%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 2 (0.2%) 

     Not documented 17 (1.9%) 

Marijuana use (past 12 months)  

     Never 553 (63%) 

     Once or twice 129 (15%) 

     Monthly 63 (7.2%) 

     Weekly or more 114 (13%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 2 (0.2%) 

     Not documented 11 (1.3%) 

Prescription drug use for recreational purposes (past 12 months)  

     Never 806 (92%) 

     Once or twice 43 (4.9%) 

     Monthly 7 (0.8%) 

     Weekly or more 4 (0.5%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 0 (0%) 

     Not documented 12 (1.4%) 

Illegal drug use (past 12 months)  

     Never 817 (94%) 

     Once or twice 34 (3.9%) 

     Monthly 3 (0.3%) 

     Weekly or more 6 (0.7%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 0 (0%) 

     Not documented 12 (1.4%) 

Inhalant use (past 12 months)  

     Never 837 (96%) 

     Once or twice 18 (2.1%) 

     Monthly 2 (0.2%) 

     Weekly or more 1 (0.1%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 0 (0%) 

     Not documented 14 (1.6%) 

Herbs or synthetic drug use (past 12 months)  

     Never 803 (92%) 

     Once or twice 36 (4.1%) 

     Monthly 8 (0.9%) 

     Weekly or more 11 (1.3%) 

     Yes, frequency unknown 0 (0%) 

     Not documented 14 (1.6%) 


