
  
 
Figure 1. Overview of patient selection, inclusion, and exclusion. 
AOM=acute otitis media, ICD-10=international classification of diseases, ENT=ear, nose, and 
throat 

 

Patient encounters evaluated for AOM
treatment during study period 

(n = 10,692)

Patients meeting initial eligibility 
(n = 6,700) 

Excluded based on clinical and data-related criteria 
AOM with ruptured tympanic membrane

Co-infections (e.g., otitis externa, mastoiditis, sinusitis)
Typanostomy tubes or prior ENT surgery

Immunodeficiency, oncologic disease, or complex chronic conditions
Incomplete clinical or pharmacy data

Missing or invalid antibiotic timing/duration
Multiple antibiotics prescribed at index visit

Return visit unrelated to AOM
Recurrent AOM or treatment for AOM within 30 days

Duplicate or redundant records
(n = 332)

Final analytic cohort included in the study 
(n = 6,389)

Excluded patients not meeting inclusion criteria
Age <2 or >5 years

Complicated AOM diagnosis
Other oral antibiotic prescribed 

(n = 3,992 )


